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talk—and many pray—together about what happens after 
death. They provide care for disabled, infirm, or sick mem-
bers. As a basic institution, the family plays a role in the 
vitality of the entire nation.

Same-Sex Marriage
As same-sex relationships have become more widely 
acknowledged and accepted in the Global North, 
increasing numbers of gay and lesbian couples live 

together openly as families. Denmark was the first 
country to recognize same-sex unions, granting legal 
rights to such couples in 1989. In 2001, the Netherlands 
was the first country to allow same-sex marriages. The 
U.S. Supreme Court declared same-sex marriages legal 
in all 50 states on June 26, 2015. As of October 2015, 22 
countries allow same-sex couples to marry (see Figure 10.7) 
(McCarthy 2015). Some countries, however, punish 
openly gay and lesbian individuals. Uganda almost 
passed a bill authorizing the death penalty for homosexuals, 

FIGURE 10.7  Countries Where Same-Sex Marriage Is Legal

* As of June 28, 2015 - also legal in some jurisdictions in Mexico 

Countries in green with national laws allowing same-sex couples to marry, also indicating year of implementation*

Argentina (2010) Belgium (2003) Brazil (2013) Canada (2005)

Denmark (2012) England/Wales (2013) Finland (2015) France (2013)

Iceland (2010) Ireland (2015) Luxembourg (2014) The Netherlands (2000)

New Zealand (2013) Norway (2009) Portugal (2010) Scotland (2014)

South Africa (2006) Spain (2005) Sweden (2009) United States (2015)

Uruguay (2013)

Source: McCarthy (2015).


